
 
 

Dean’s Message:  
Happy new year to all! 

I wish everyone best wishes for 2023 as we look 
back in the rearview at Christmas and Advent 2022 
and forward to  the new year 2023. . We have so 
many carols, hymns and songs for Christmas and 
Hanukkah but what music is your favorite for New 
Year's celebrations?  The obvious is the Scottish 
tune Auld Lang Syne which can be heard in the 
iconic movie "It's a Wonderful Life.  

One of my favorite tunes to celebrate the New Year 
is by Benjamin Britten and is contained in his 
collection called "Friday Afternoons" written in 
1936 for a Welsh school choir that met at that time. 
The text may refer to a ritual of washing that comes 
from Wales but may also refer to the Virgin Mary 
and images of the Holy Communion. Here is the 
text : 

Here we bring new water from the well so clear, 
For to worship God with, this happy New Year. 
Chorus (after each verse): 
Sing levy-dew, sing levy-dew, the water and the 
wine, 
The seven bright gold wires and the bugles that do 
shine. 
Sing reign of Fair Maid, with gold upon her toe; 
Open you the West Door and turn the Old Year go. 
Sing reign of Fair Maid, with gold upon her chin; 
Open you the East Door and let the New Year in. 
Chorus (twice after each verse): 
Residue sing Residue, the water and the wine, 
Seven bright gold wires and the trumpets doth 
shine. 
 
Other verses not set by Britten: 
Here comes the maiden with gold on her toe; 
Open the West gate and let the Old Year go. 
Here comes the maiden with gold on her shoe; 
Open the South gate and let the New Year through. 
Here comes the maiden with gold on her chin; 
Open the East gate and let the New Year in. 
Here comes the maiden with gold in her eye; 
Open the North gate and let the Old Year by. 
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It is a mixture of various images that are probably pagan in their origin as so many of our Christmas traditions 
are. The maiden, the water and the wine and a reference to musical instruments are very compelling. "Levy 
dew'' has been thought to mean"raise to God' or is a corruption of the Old English for "Lady". No one knows for 
sure. 
New Year's day falls this year, like Christmas, on a Sunday so this is a great easy anthem for the occasion. I 
look forward to singing this with my choir this year.  
 
We rejoice as we sing ``Levy Dew" to meet the New Year.  
All the best for 2023. 
Happy Pipings!    
 
Todd 
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Sing We Merrily... 
….Martha Sienkiewizc 

 
One of the absolute best things about living in the Pioneer Valley at Christmas time is the long list of concerts 
and quality music available for everyone to enjoy. There were so many that I had a hard time choosing. I have a 
niece that attends Northfield Mt. Herman, so i passed up Smith and Mt. Holyoke vespers (all at the same time) 
and was not disappointed at the magnificent chapel, the enormous dominating organ, the organist who loved 
playing it at full tilt, the student orchestra and the fine Choral program the school presented which included all 
traditions and congregational singing. During the ensuing weeks, i found myself at the Wilbraham Community 
Chorus winter concert at First Church in Longmeadow, and the Novi Cantori Concert held at the lovely little 
white church in Granville. The concerts were creative and varied with most making free will donations 
designated for favorite charities and non-profits.  Best of all, however, was the welcome re-appearance of St. 
John’s (Northampton) Messiah Sing after its absence due to the pandemic.  Sickness is still very much around 
and the volunteer orchestra and chorus were sparser than in former times but those of us that were there had the 
thrill that comes with singing those beloved choruses and listening to professional soloists sing the arias. 
Director Allegra Martin had little sympathy for our amateur status and set heart pounding tempos, magnificently 
all held together by Grant Moss at the organ. It was an exhilarating event which raised money for Manna 
Community Kitchen. Be sure to dust off your Messiah score and put this event on your list for next year. You’ll 
be very glad you did. 
 
(If anyone else attended a concert they particularly enjoyed, put your thoughts in an email to our editor, Lad Pfeiffer: 
ljep@diospringfield.org) 
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Requiescet in pace 
 
With sorrow we announce the passing of Hedley Yost, a long time member of our chapter and active musician. 
His obituary is as follows: 

 
Hedley E. Yost 
 
Shelburne Falls, MA - On December 13, 2022, Hedley Yost, 87, died after a 
brief period of declining health, shortly after the death of his beloved partner 
Gordon Dean. 
 
Hedley was born in York County, Pennsylvania, in Spring Grove. He was the 
youngest son of Emanuel Jacob and Helen Alverta (Beck) Yost and brother to 
Jay and Roberta. 
 
Church music and the organ were Hedley's passion, and he had a rich and long 
career as organist and music director. He landed his first organist job at 15 and 
went on to earn both Bachelor's and Master's of Music degrees from 
Westminster Choir College where he studied with renowned organist 
Alexander McCurdy. He held positions at Stanford University, Morristown, 
NJ, and New York City. He often spoke of his time in Paris where he studied 
with Nadia Boulanger in the 1960s. Hedley's longest position was at St. Mark's 
Episcopal Church in New Canaan, CT, where he was organist and choir 
director for 25 years. 
 
Hedley and Gordon moved to Buckland, MA in the late 90s. Although he 
maintained that he was retired, Hedley joined St. John's Episcopal Church in 
Ashfield, MA as Director of Music. 
 
Hedley was a raconteur who wove travel, music, and people into fascinating 
tales. He was loved by his friends and organ students alike, and he had a rich 
social life. Hedley was not afraid to let you know how he felt. A favorite 
saying, particularly around cocktail hour was, "Water is not a drink!" 
 
Hedley is survived by Gordon's children Allen Dean of Byfield, MA, Joy 
O'Connor and husband Bill of Londonderry, NH, Laurence Dean and wife, 
Karin Hammer-Williamson of Essex, VT, Evelyn Casey and husband John of 
Westfield, MA. 
 
A celebratory concert for Hedley is planned. Information will be posted 
at https://link.inmemori.com/Euy8DB, where you can also add your memories. 
 
Memorial contributions may be made to St John's Ashfield 
(https://www.stjohnsashfield.org/) or Marlboro Music 
(https://www.marlboromusic.org/). 

 Published by The Recorder on Dec. 20, 2022. 
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Max Reger Celebrates His 150th 

Worcester Nov 3-5 
The Worcester Chapter is inviting us to join them for their events as part of their REGER celebration days, Nov. 
3, 4 & 5 of 2023, which are open to all. Coordinators of the event are William Ness, Marjorie Ness (subdean), 

and Ronna Davis (dean). 

 More details will follow in our February Chiff Chat, but the basic outline is as follows.  

Nov. 3 Recital 7:30 PM   //  Nov 4   Three workshops all day 9 until 3:30 // Members recital 7:30 pm Op. 59 

Nov. 5 Recital 4 PM //  Closing Reception 

For additional information call Marjorie Ness at 508-335-8234 

 

Upcoming Chapter Events 

Sun 3/19/2023 ALL SAINTS WORCESTER CHOIR EVENSONG: Pre-service 
organ recital by Todd Beckham All Bach at Christ Church Cathedral. 

 Sun 3/26/2023 NATHANIEL GUMBS CONCERT: at 3 pm, Brick Church,    
Deerfield. We are co-sponsoring. 

CHORAL FESTIVAL: Time, Location, and format are to be determined 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Other Events 

January 18th @ 6:00 PM Grace Church, 14 Boltwood Ave, Amherst 
 
Joy: A Pipe Organ Contemplation In this half hour contemplation, two organ pieces (one 
each by Bach and Pachelbel played by Dick Damon and Kell Julliard) will provide the context for an 
exploration of the nature of joy.  Supplemented by readings from poetry and scripture and moments of silent 
meditation, we will go more deeply into each piece and what it has to say about joy.  



 
 

 

St. John's Episcopal Church, 679 Farmington Avenue, West Hartford, CT 
860-523-5201 ext. 324 

The January & February Events at St. John’s are given below. 
	

 JANUARY 15 @ 2:00 PM  NEW WORLD TRIO: ENSEMBLE-IN-RESIDENCE AT THE RED DOOR 
These concerts are free admission, suggested donation $20. Checks payable to New World Trio. Details at www.newworldtrio.org 
About New World Trio For more than three decades, the New World Trio has brought the excitement and intimacy […]  
 
JANUARY 22 @ 5:00 PM CHORAL EVENSONG – THE ANGLICAN SINGERS 
This event is free admission, donations welcome in any amount.  
 

 FEBRUARY 5  @ 12:30 PM PIPES ALIVE! – MANUEL PIAZZA, ORGANIST 
The Pipes Alive! series continues with organist Manuel Piazza playing the St. John’s organ. The concert is free admission – donations 
welcome in any amount.  
 

FEBRUARY 10  @ 7:30 PM JAZZ AT THE RED DOOR: NAT REEVES AND FRIENDS 
Join us in the marvelous acoustics of St. John’s Church, for an evening of incredible jazz with the inimitable Nat Reeves. This is 
always a sell-out event by Hartford’s top bassist, who has made a strong impact on the world of jazz through education and 
performance.  
 

FEBRUARY 26 @ 5:00 PM CHORAL EVENSONG – ST. PATRICK-ST. ANTHONY GALLERY CHOIR 
The ancient and beautiful service of Choral Evensong sung by the Gallery Choir of St. Patrick – St. Anthony Church, Hartford; 
Gabriel Löfvall, choirmaster. This event is free admission, donations welcome. 

Please visit the following link for more details: https://www.reddoormusic.orgLady 
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Upcoming Brick Church Concerts @ 3:00 pm 

71 Old Main St, Deerfield 

Nathaniel Gumbs, organ    March 26th 

Frisson Wind Trio & Piano      April 16th 

<<<<><><><><><><><><><><><><>>>> 

"If you should hear of anyone in need of a substitute I'm available at a moment's notice. Gratefully,John 
Rondeau."   rondeauj20@gmail.com 


