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Excitement is building for Monica’s
upcoming concert. I’m calling on all
members to help with the publicity…your
local library, church, senior center,
newspaper, town TV channel or
whatever…see if you can get the word out
so we can greet Monica with an
enthusiastic audience for our Festival
Concert. Remember it’s Friday after Easter
(April 22) at 7 pm in St. Michael’s
Cathedral 260 State St. Springfield. There
is a church parking lot that is limited, but
further around the corner is a second lot
with plenty of room. We hope to have a
Parking Lot person to direct you. If you’ve
never been to St. Michael’s, you’re in for a
treat. It is a proper basilica with a
magnificent organ, and lots of room to
socially distance. Monica has a wonderful
program planned and she will orally give
her own notes about each selection.
Please open and use the attached press
release. A concert flyer for posting is being
sent in a separate email. Remember your
efforts are important so be sure to put this
one on your calendar and bring a friend—
you’ll be glad you did.

Membership directory addenda 2022
Email Corrections
Frary, Richard: richandthea@verizon.net
Goss, Lynne: lynnepitney@gmail.com
Madsen, Andrus: andrusmadsen@yahoo.com
Vieira, Herbert: herbvieira@yahoo.com
Address Corrections:
Fitzgerald, Daniel zip code = 01040-1730
Mabrey, Benjamin street address = 364 Pinehurst Drive
Taylor, Allan street address = 54 Parkview Drive
Phone correction:
Harris, Colleen home: 323-5623 cell: 335-2477
Roqueza, Kathy and Kelly phone: 533-3283
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Organ Academy Update
Or

Opportunities for you!
- Jim Barnes & Lad Pfeifer
The Springfield MA chapter of the American Guild of Organists created the Organ Academy
years ago. Though I could not find the exact year I did find a reference to it in a
correspondence from 1998. For years our chapter paid $25 per lesson for up to 10 lessons a
year for students to take organ lessons from teachers in our chapter. Several years ago the
Board voted to do away with those limits, and the chapter pays 100% of the cost of all lessons.

Last year our chapter spent $5,820 to two instructors. This year we have already paid $5,100.
We are able to do this as a result of the investment the Chapter made with the profits made
from hosting a successful convention in 1987.
I became involved in the Organ Academy in 2008 when the Episcopal Church of the Atonement
in Westfield, hired Jan Duffe to be Director of Music. I sang in the choir and helped with music
and she encouraged me to join the AGO. I then became a student of the Organ Academy for a
year. The Organ Academy was a great experience for me and many others. Perhaps our most
famous student is Monica Czausz (Berney) who will be presenting our chapter’s 75th
Anniversary Concert on Friday, April 22nd. She studied with Peter Beardsley while a student
with the academy.
Monica Czausz is one of many fine organists our chapter has nourished.
We have also been fortunate in having several area organist like Peter Beardsley with a gift for
teaching. Currently there are six active teachers sharing their skills with seven students.
They are Scott Lamlein, Klaus Becker, Joe DiMarino, Andrus Madsen, Larry Picard,
and Larry Schipull. If you have the gift for teaching and would like to be placed on the
list of teachers for the chapter please send a note to Jim Barnes at
intwmass@aol.com Likewise if you would like to refresh your organ skills or pursue some
serious study there is no better time than now to take advantage of the Organ Academy. visit
the chapter website, provide us with your contact information and an Organ Acadeny
application will be promptly sent to you. Remember your chapter is committed to supporting
your efforts to improve your skills. We are grateful for every teacher and encourage every
student. Either way by teaching or studying the Organ Academy may be for you.
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A Wonderful Review
David Kidwell and the benefits of technology ☺
-Martha Sienkiewicz-

On Saturday March 26 at 11 am, the chapter held an event featuring David Kidwell on
the subject "Using Technology to Enhance Organ Performance". David uses a large
ipad and an app called "Four Score". He discusses in a very easy teaching style how
all this works, alternatives, problems and how he has learned little tricks to make it all
work in the 10 years that he's been using this method. David uses it for symphony
work as well, since he's the maestro of Holyoke Civic Symphony as well as the
organist for the Edwards church in Northampton. Members of NDOA (our British
partner organization) attended, including their dean, Richard Tapp who wrote "Just a
note to thank you very much for today’s event – that was really enlightening and very

helpful for those of us who have thought about it but had no idea how to go about it!
Do please pass on our thanks to David and to your Chapter for the invitation. It was
great to hear David and the Edwards Church Austin too." You missed it if you weren't
there but the good news is that it was recorded and you can visit the recording at the
link below. With the Q and A, it runs about 60 minutes.
David Kidwell "Using Technology to Enhance Organ Performance"

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

An interesting link from Jay Ducharme.
“There’s a British composer on YouTube, David Bruce, who every so often creates a video
with several new composers taking a theme and seeing what they can do with it. This
time he focused on the organ at Gloucester Cathedral. I thought you’d enjoy it, and
perhaps AGO/NDOA members would like it too.” (Ducharme)
James Mitchell, sub organist at the Gloucester Cathedral, co partnered with David Bruce’s
company patreon.com to challenge 5 young composers, non-organists, to compose a
work for the Gloucester organ on the theme of “Twinkle, twinkle, little star”. What fun!

<https://youtu.be/4RyWQqu-nWI>
-==-==-==-==-==-==-==-==-==-==-==-==-

The Hartt School, University of Hartford, recently re-started a course for undergraduate
and graduate pianists - Foundations of Organ Performance, taught by adjunct faculty member
Scott Lamlein. Recent history tells us that the school closed its venerable organ
department/major in 2015 upon the sale of the 1970 Gress-Miles performance instrument to a
church in Long Island. Hundreds of organists got their start at Hartt and went on to church
positions large and small. There was a multi-year annual Festival of Contemporary Organ
Music at Hartt in the 1970s and 80s when the department was in its heyday, under the
direction of the late John Holtz. Two very successful summer church music symposia were held
at Hartt in the mid-1990's with artists and participants from all over the country. The course,
originally begun in 1993 by Larry Allen, gives pianists something practical, valuable, and
employable upon leaving Hartt - a background in playing the pipe organ - gaining the technical

and musical skills of organ playing, including pedal technique, registration, articulation, and
touch, as well as working with a choir, soloists, clergy, and worship planning considerations.
Pictured are students Igor Ferreira, Tongqing Liu, Katherine Roberts, Yuanyuan Liu, Luke
Ashworth, and instructor Scott Lamlein in front of the 1986 Wolff studio organ.
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75th Anniversary Remembrances
- Ron Shepard-

This year, 2022, marks my 58th year as a member of the AGO and of the Springfield Chapter.
Also, I’m reaching my own 75th ”anniversary” this year. I was born one week before the
Chapter reached it’s 1st birthday.
When I became a member of the AGO in 1964, the application form still required the
signatures of two members in good standing in order to be acceptable. For me, those two
individuals were Harry Upson Camp (who was a mentor to me) and his student, and my friend,
Edward R. Phillips. That year Charles Page was the out-going Dean and Lewis G. Martin was
succeeding him.
The first two events that I attended may not have been directly sponsored by the Chapter, but
they certainly benefitted the members who were able to attend. Early in 1965, George Faxon

(later my teacher at BU) played a recital on the 4-maual E.M. Skinner then at South Church in
Springfield. Later that spring, Smith College awarded Catherine Crozier Gleason an honorary
degree and she performed a solo recital at John M. Greene Hall. While I do not remember all
of the selections on her program, I vividly remember her playing of the Jacques Lemmens
“Fanfare” with fire and drive.
In the autumn of 1966, E. Power Biggs played a concert at the Chapel of Williston Academy
(now The Williston-Northampton School) in Easthampton. Included on that program was one
of the Organ Sonatas of Paul Hindemith, my first exposure to his music.
The following year, Flor Peeters, the great Belgian organist and composer, played a wonderful
concert at St. Paul’s Roman Catholic Church on Dwight Road. He closed the program with his
five-movement “Lied Symphony” which concludes with the “Lied to the Sun”, a grand toccata
which he had dedicated to Virgil Fox.
I recall that in the 1972/1973 timeframe Frederick Swann presented a Master Class/Workshop
at South Church on the then new Austin organ. Despite the fact that, by that time, he had
replaced Virgil Fox at the Riverside Church in New York, he was somewhat reserved and quiet
spoken, but with a droll sense of humor. A year or so later, Charles Page invited Gerre Hancock
to come to Old First Church to present a Master Class on hymn playing and service
improvisation. He was very genial and down-to-earth, as well as very informative. I’ve always
remembered his advice that, if you are improvising an alternate harmonization of a hymn or
some filler and arrive at an impasse, “Salvation is only a half-step away!” Of course, you still
have to figure out which voice(s) to move and in which direction(s)!
As noted in the 75th Anniversary edition of the Chapter’s Yearbook, in 1981, Randall Thompson
conducted a choir festival at Trinity United Methodist Church in Springfield. I was privileged to
sing in that choir and recall that Mr. Thompson was rather frail and a bit unsteady on the
improvised podium, after all, he was 82 years of age. Nevertheless, all went off without a
hitch, and it was a tremendous experience to sing the “Alleluia” and “The Peaceable Kingdom”
under the direction of the composer.
The 1987 Regions I & II Convention, headed by Warren Amerman and Charles Page, was a
wonderful experience in so many ways with many fine workshops and concerts. As part of my
experience of the Convention, I served on the Publicity Committee which was chaired by Frank
and Nancy Taplin. They were kind and wonderful people to work with. Another member of
that committee was none other than our Dean, Martha Sienkiewicz.
In the winter of 1995 the Chapter sponsored a concert at First Churches in Northampton
performed by the British organist and composer John Scott Whiteley, who was for many years
associated with York Minster. I picked Mr. Whiteley up at Bradley International Airport, took
him to dinner and then delivered him into the care of the then Dean, Charles Beeler, who was

just concluding a choir rehearsal at St. Mary’s Church in Longmeadow. The evening of the
concert, I turned pages for Mr. Whiteley. He played very well, but had a very forceful pedal
technique and I feared he would actually do damage to the pedalboard! (For those of you who
may have attended Diane Bish’s concert at Old First Church a number of years ago, you get the
picture!)
Within a year or two of Mr. Whiteley’s performance, I recall hearing Charles Callahan play a
program at Helen Hills Hills Chapel of Smith College. It was mixed program but did include a
few of his own compositions. I remember being struck by how interestingly and effectively he
used the resources of the Aeolian-Skinner organ.
Thank you for joining me on this journey of “remembrances”. I have not tried to be exhaustive,
nor have I spoken about any events in the 21st century, but I hope that many of you will take
the opportunity to share your special memories of Chapter events with all of us.
____________________________

Next Chapter Events!
Friday, April 22nd at 7:30 P.M.
The Springfield AGO proudly presents Monica Czausc Berney at St. Michael’s
Cathedral, 260 State Street in Springfield in honor of our chapter’s 75th anniversary.

She invited you to her wedding and Now we invited her back for a grand concert
celebrating our 75th Anniversary. In short it will be simply OTW (Out of This
World!)

PLEASE OPEN, PRINT, & POST both the Flyer and Press Release.
Every effort to help promote this event is noteworthy. ☺

Saturday, June 4th @ 7:00 pm

Silent Film “ “ with live organ accomaniment
by Peter Krasinski on the historic skinner organ at the United Church of Christ
(Congregational) 300 Appleton St. Holyoke, MA. Parking on the street or in the lot behind
the church. Tantalizing Details to follow in the next newsletter.

Other Upcoming Events!
Saturday, April 2nd at 9:00 am.Here's an opportunity to join our partners in the UK
(NDOA) for an on-line event they are hosting. We are invited to join and the
information and link are below. THIS EVENT IS 2 PM IN ENGLAND BUT IT WILL BE
9 AM HERE. So just click on the link at 9 am if you are interested.
Dear NDOA members,
This Saturday, April 2nd sees what will be a splendid presentation by Anna and John
Page concerning their rebuilding and operation of a fabulous mechanical street organ.
I’m sure it will be excellent to see similarities and differences between this musical
instrument (which I have had the pleasure of hearing live) compared to our own church
and Cathedral pipe organs which we will know so well.
I remain most grateful to Richard Tapp for hosting this meeting over Zoom.

Saturday April 2nd 9:00am USA time
topic: Richard Tapp's Zoom Meeting
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81969000221?pwd=SEg3RTVud3FORUNvektDei9NWGdNQT09
Meeting ID: 819 6900 0221
Passcode: 540892
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Sunday, April 24nd at 4:00 P.M.

Parish Centennial Concert with Christopher
Houlihan at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Longmeadow. Tickets are $20.

St. John's Episcopal Church, 679 Farmington Avenue, West Hartford, CT
860-523-5201 ext. 324
Please visit the following link for more details: https://www.reddoormusic.org
Friday, April 22, 7:00pm: Spring Chamber Music - Larksgrove Duo
Choral Evensong: Fourth Sunday of selected months at 5:00pm
April 24: St. John’s Schola
Pipes Alive! Organ Recital Series: First Sunday of each month at 12:30pm
April 3: Organ Student Showcase
May 1: Floyd Higgins
June 5: Christa Rakich
New World Trio: Sunday, May 15th at 2:00pm

Sunday, April 24, First Congregational Church of Ashfield, 429 Main St., Ashfield, will
continue the Organ Celebration Series with organists: Dennis Ainsworth, Sandy Epperly,
Joseph DiMarino, Gregory Hayes, and Keith Rollinson. Supporting musicians include the
Ashfield Congregational Church Choir under the direction of Margery Heins andbrass and
string soloists. Music planned includes early English keyboard works, G. F. Handel, J. S. Bach,
Jacques Boyvin, Alec Rowley, Eugene Gigout, and Martin Shaw,
This free performance begins at 4:00 p.m., Masks are required in the sanctuary. information at
www.ashfielducc.org

Sunday, July 24, (time to be announced) the Bob Sparkman Trio with Jerry Noble, piano
and organ; Bob Sparkman, clarinet; Kara Noble, bass; and Tinky Weisblat, soprano, will
perform an informal summer afternoon concert of jazz era favorites.

Positions Available
Somers Congregational Church UCC – Somers CT
The Organist/Choir Director is a part-time (10 to 15 hours weekly) year-round position.
The Organist/Choir Director will direct and accompany the choir with organ or piano for Sunday and special
services such as Easter, Thanksgiving, and Christmas Eve.
Plan and maintain a music program at the Church. Conduct regularly scheduled choir rehearsals when the choir
is in session from September until June.
Assist the Pastor in the selection of hymns, responses, and incidental music for worship services.
Our organ is a Richards, Fowkes & Co Opus 21 Tracker built for our church in 2014.
Salary: $19,000. There is additional compensation for weddings and funerals
Contact: office@thesomerschurch.org

The United Congregational Church of Holyoke, MA, an Opening and Affirming
Congregation of the United Church of Christ, has an opening for an organist/pianist/choir director. This is a
contract position, renewable on an annual basis.
The salary range for this position is $18,000 to $23,000 per year, depending upon training and
experience. Currently, the responsibilities include working with the pastor for worship planning, directing
the choir, playing for the ten o’clock a.m. Sunday worship and seasonal worships in the liturgical year.
United Congregational Church has two worship spaces, the main sanctuary which houses the E. M. Skinner,
Opus 322 organ and the Skinner Memorial Chapel that houses a contemporary interpretation of an E. M.
Skinner organ.
Please send your profile to The United Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, 300 Appleton St,
Holyoke, MA 01040. Attention: Organist/Pianist/Choir Director Position The church phone number is
413-532-1483.
If you have questions about this position, please contact The Rev. Winston Baldwin, 413-5316248.

The First Unitarian Church of Worcester Mass is seeking an Interim Music Director to
direct the choir and provide keyboard (preferably organ) music for Sunday services during a transition
following the retirement of our long-term Music Director. The term for the Interim Director will run from
September of 2022 through June of 2023. The First Unitarian church has a large membership drawn from the
greater Worcester area who attend in-person and on-line religious services. Music is a very important part of
services at First Unitarian. The choir, comprised of 30 volunteer singers who are members of the congregation
and professional singers, provides anthems and hymn support for three Sundays per month. Their repertoire
ranges from classical to southern gospel, and they are frequently joined by guest instrumentalists. Keyboard
instruments available at First Unitarian include an Aeolian Skinner 4-manual organ, twin Steinway B7 Grand
pianos and a 2-manual harpsichord. Detailed information about the position and the environment at First
Unitarian is available online.
( https://www.firstunitarian.com/music/interim-director-of-music-search/ ).

Immanuel Lutheran Church in Amherst, a Reconciling in Christ, Opening and Affirming
congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, has an opening for an interim organist/pianist for
a minimum period of six months, renewable until a permanent musician is hired for the church. The interim
will be invited to apply for the permanent position, should they wish to do so.

Responsibilities include playing for all regular Sunday and seasonal services, including Holy Week and
Christmas Eve, and occasional other services should they arise. They will provide preludes and postludes, and
as COVID-19 restrictions are lifted, offertories and music during communion distribution. They will be paid by
service, at the rate of $175 each. Though not required, the interim is invited to attend worship team meetings
and add their input to service planning.
The musician occasionally may be asked to provide accompaniment for guest vocalists and instrumentalists,
which will be considered part of their responsibilities. Should a choir be constituted for one or more services,
the musician will be paid an additional $50 per rehearsal for accompanying the choir.
Immanuel has a 5-rank unified Möller pipe organ and a Yamaha grand piano in the sanctuary. Sunday services
are at 9:30 am and are streamed on Facebook Live. Seasonal evening services are at 7:00 pm and are also
streamed. Requirements are competence on organ and/or piano, familiarity with liturgical worship, and an
openness to a variety of musical styles. The musician reports to the pastor. Please send a cover letter and
resume to: pastor@immanuel-amherst.org or mail to:
Interim Musician Search
Immanuel Lutheran Church
987 N. Pleasant St., Amherst, MA 01002
413-549-0322

First Congregational Church UCC of Ashfield, MA, an Open and Affirming Congregation,
seeks an experienced musician to play organ and piano for weekly Sunday morning worship as well as accompany the
choir for twenty-six mid-week rehearsals/Sundays. Position is approximately quarter time. Ashfield is a rural community
with easy access to the Five College Area which includes the UMass flagship campus as well as Smith, Mount Holyoke,
Amherst, and Hampshire Colleges. Additional opportunities arise to play with a variety of guest instrumentalists and
soloists. Classical training is preferred, with ability to work in other styles. The Organist/Choir Accompanist works
closely with the minister, choir director, and worship team. The sanctuary holds a recently restored 1903 George Reed
tracker organ and a baby grand piano. Salary budgeted to $10,500. Please submit letter, resume, and three reference
contacts to: karemarshall48@gmail.com or First Congregational Church, attn: Kare Marshall, Deacon, P.O. Box 519,
Ashfield, MA 01330.

First Congregational Church, Ashfield, MA

